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Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)

▪ Created in 1997, intergovernmental not-for-profit 

organisation based in Singapore

▪ The only permanently established institution of the 

Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Process

▪ Funded by voluntary contributions from the ASEM 

Partners

▪ Facilitates bi-regional knowledge exchange and peer-to-

peer collaboration

▪ Connects Civil Society & Governments across ASEM



ASEF Members 

51 Member Countries 

Asia: Australia, Bangladesh, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, 

China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Korea, Lao PDR, 

Malaysia, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, 

Thailand, and Viet Nam

Europe: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 

Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, 

Malta, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, 

Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom

2 Organisations
European Union, ASEAN Secretariat



Edu stakeholders

in Asia
Edu stakeholders 

in Europe
Connect

Civil Society Level

ASEF’s Mission



Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM)
Education Process  (AEP)



AEP Priority Areas

https://asem-education.org/



Asia-Europe Meeting Education Process 
Actions Open for Partners to Join 



ASEM-DUO
Lead: Korea 

▪ Exchange Programmes for 

university students for 

studies

▪ Six-programmes are in 

place led by   Belgium 

(French Community), 

Singapore, Sweden, 

Thailand, Republic of 

Korea, India and Germany

▪ Every year more than 200 

students and professors 

benefit from the initiative



Asia-Europe Institute (University of Malaya)

Lead: University of Malaya

▪ Asia-Europe Summer 

University 

▪ Postgraduate Programmes: 

Masters in ASEAN Studies, 

Masters in European Studies, 

PhD on regional and inter-

regional studies 

▪ Jean Monnet Centre of 

Excellence (JMCoE) (2017-

2021) entitled: “ASEAN-EU in 

Dialogue: Learning from Each 

Other”



ASEM Education and Research Hub for Lifelong 
Learning (ASEM LLL HUB) 

Lead: University College Cork & 

Ireland 

▪ Six research networks for Asian 

and European academics and 

practitioners of lifelong learning

▪ Platform for dialogue, knowledge 

exchange, joint research 

projects, publications, 

conferences, seminars, talks

https://asemlllhub.org/

https://asemlllhub.org/


Global Lifelong Learning Summit

Lead:  Institute of Adult Learning, Singapore

▪ Enhancing Connectivity between Asia and 

Europe by Boosting Inclusive and Balanced 

Mobility and Exchanges

▪ Promoting Lifelong Learning, Including 

Technical and Vocational Education and 

Training (TVET)

▪ Fostering a Skills Approach to Education 

and Training.

https://www.ial.edu.sg/

https://www.ial.edu.sg/


Lead: Flemish Community of 

Belgium & Thailand

▪ establish, promote and sustain 

the mutual exchange of interns 

between Europe and Asia on the 

basis of balance and mutual 

benefit

▪ The target group are 

undergraduate & master 

students, who go on mobility for 

a duration between one and six 

months. 

https://asem-

education.org/initiatives/34-asem-

work-placement-programme/

ASEM Education Work Placement Programme (WPP)

https://asem-education.org/initiatives/34-asem-work-placement-programme/
https://asem-education.org/initiatives/34-asem-work-placement-programme/
https://asem-education.org/initiatives/34-asem-work-placement-programme/


ASEM Education Compendium for Higher Education 

Lead: ASEM Education Secretariat

▪ improve transparency on the 

diverse educational landscape 

of the ASEM Education Process

▪ establish a valid source of 

reference for higher education 

institutions

▪ facilitate mobility and 

cooperation within the ASEM 

region

https://asem-

education.org/compendium/

https://asem-education.org/compendium/
https://asem-education.org/compendium/


ASEM Education Working Group on the Bridging Declaration

Lead: UK ENIC

▪ strengthen and facilitate dialogue, 

coordination, collaboration and 

promotion of qualification 

recognition in higher education 

among the ASEM member countries

▪ Building the website of Asian 

network of information centres

▪ Drafting Guidelines, Principles and 

Good Practices on Recognition 

▪ Establishing Cross-border Quality 

Assurance Network (CBQAN)



European Commission  Erasmus+ Programme

Lead: European Union 

▪ Capacity-Building for Higher 

Education to generate benefits for 

the participants from the partner 

countries

▪ International Credit Mobility to 

support classic student and staff 

exchange projects with mobility in 

both directions

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/

https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/


European Training Foundation 

Lead: European Training Foundation 

▪ Support to NQFs Development for 

partner countries

▪ Global NQF Inventory: created and 

disseminated by UNESCO, UNESCO-UIL, 

Cedefop and ETF 

▪ “Benefits for People” project generating 

new manuals on innovative curricula and 

teaching, and careers guidance, for more 

personalised learning pathways, and how 

these relate to qualifications. 

▪ Join the centres of vocational excellence 

and peer-learning activities from Asia!  

etf.network.for.excellence@etf.europa.eu

mailto:etf.network.for.excellence@etf.europa.eu


UNESCO

Lead: UNESCO HQ and Asia-Pacific

▪ Micro-credentials, a study aiming to 

reach a consensus on a proposed 

definition (2021)

▪ Global Convention on the Recognition of 

Qualifications concerning Higher 

Education (Global Convention) was 

adopted by UNESCO Member States in 

November 2019, becoming the first 

United Nations treaty in higher education 

with a global scope

▪ Global Inventory of NQFs and RQFs

https://www.unesco.org/en/higher-

education

https://www.unesco.org/en/higher-education
https://www.unesco.org/en/higher-education


UNEVOC Bridging Innovation and Learning in TVET 

Lead:  UNEVOC

▪ supports TVET stakeholders to address 

current challenges in TVET systems, which 

have arisen due to technological, 

environmental, social, and workplace 

changes

▪ BILT framework for new qualifications and 

competencies (NQCs) and self-assessment 

toolkit

▪ offer opportunities for collaboration and 

knowledge exchange between Africa, Asia 

and the Pacific, and Europe

https://unevoc.unesco.org/bilt/BILT+-

+New+qualifications+and+competencies

https://unevoc.unesco.org/bilt/BILT+-+New+qualifications+and+competencies
https://unevoc.unesco.org/bilt/BILT+-+New+qualifications+and+competencies


ASEM COIL Pilot

Lead:  TH Aschaffenburg, Germany & Asia-

Europe Institute, Universiti Malaya

▪ Collaborative Online International 

Learning (COIL)s

▪ To enhance interregional student 

collaboration while strengthening staff 

and institutional cooperation in both 

regions through COIL

▪ ASEAN Study of Virtual Exchange 

Schemes 2022



SEA-EU Mobility Programme for Sustainable Development

Lead:  Southeast Asian Ministers of Education 

Organization (SEAMEO) Regional Center for 

Higher Education (RIHED) 

▪ A Virtual Mobility Programme in Support of 

SDGs

▪ Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand and other 

committed partners in Europe are being 

identified 

https://www.seameo.org/img/Programmes_Pr

ojects/2022/10SEAMEOTsukuba/files/panel/

3/DrRomyen_A.pdf

https://www.seameo.org/img/Programmes_Projects/2022/10SEAMEOTsukuba/files/panel/3/DrRomyen_A.pdf
https://www.seameo.org/img/Programmes_Projects/2022/10SEAMEOTsukuba/files/panel/3/DrRomyen_A.pdf
https://www.seameo.org/img/Programmes_Projects/2022/10SEAMEOTsukuba/files/panel/3/DrRomyen_A.pdf


ARISE (ASEAN Region International Student 
Engagement) Training & Conference by ESN

Lead:  Erasmus Student Network 

(ESN)

▪ empowering student 

representatives to support 

and facilitate 

internationalisation at their 

home universities and to 

improve the support of 

incoming students

▪ Piloted in 2019, looking for 

new partnerships 



Asia-Europe Foundation  
Projects Open for Partners to Join 



ASEF Young Leaders Summit 

For Whom? 

Young Leaders btw age of 18-35 

Objective: 

▪ Develop leadership & multicultural skills 

▪ Create P2P networks for spin-off actions 

▪ Talk to decision makers

Features: 

▪ 100 young leaders from 51 countries

▪ Informal discussions with decision makers

▪ Focus on Society 5.0 topic 

Upcoming editions: 

Hungary & China (tbc) 2024 



ASEF Higher Education Innovation Laboratory 

For Whom? 

HEI managers and academics 

Objective: 

▪ Exchange and build knowledge

▪ Create joint (research) projects 

▪ Sustainable networking and funding opportunities

Features: 

▪ Focus on the topic of Universities’ Role in Artificial 

Intelligene Innovation Ecosystem

▪ 100 university leaders and academics from  51 

countries Asia & Europe

▪ Exchange of knowledge and Ideations 

▪ Side-event of the Shanghai Forum 

Upcoming editions: Online and Shanghai 2024 



ASEF Classroom Network Conference

For Whom? 

Secondary school teachers and teacher trainers

Objective: 

▪ Exchange and build knowledge

▪ Create Innovative Teaching Practices as OER

Features: 

▪ Focus on the topic of Leading Change: Digital 

Transformation in the Era of Artificial Intelligence

▪ 300 teachers from  51 countries Asia & Europe

▪ 20 Faculties of Education from 20 Universities

▪ In partnership with the International Research Centre 

on Articifical Intelligence (IRCAI) under the auspices of 

UNESCO 

Upcoming editions: Online and Philippines (tbc) 2024 

16th ASEF Classroom  Network 

(#ASEFClassNet16)
Leading Change: Digital Transformation 

of Education in the Era of AI”

12-16 November 2023, Slovenia



ASEF Regional Conference on Higher Education

For Whom? 

University Managers and Policymakers

Objective: 

▪ Exchange and build knowledge

▪ Inform policymakers 

Features: 

▪ Focus on the topic of SDGs in Higher Education 

Policy and Internationalisation

▪ The official dialogue partner of the ASEM 

Education Ministers Meeting 

▪ In partnership with the International Association of 

Universities (IAU)

Upcoming editions: Online and India (tbc) 2024 



Subscribe to the ASEF 

newsletter:

Subscribe to the ASEFEdu

Mailing List:

Stay Connected and Follow us!



Thank you!

W: www.asef.org 
E: asefedu@asef.org



Partners
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